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IT COULD GET WESTERN……

The Intertribal Agriculture Council’s (IAC) collaboration with 
the Colville Nations Federally Recognized Tribal Extension 
Program (FRTEP) yields a successful Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
youth loan for a Colville Nation descendant.  The youth will 
use his funding to purchase livestock to show and sell at junior 
livestock shows.  He will gain experience and monetary profit 
while gaining confidence with his success.

Conner Katich is a 10-year-old decedent of the Colville Indian 
Tribe located in Eastern Wash. He Lives on his family’s cattle, 
goat, and sheep ranch.  He has been seeking funding to pur-
chase cattle, goats, sheep, and llamas.  Katich especially enjoys 
raising llamas that are used to help guard his goat and sheep 
herds from coyotes.
“Lamas are neat because they’ll spit on you if you make them 
mad,” Katich joked.  
  
Early September of 2019, Katich was referred to Mike Shellen-
berger – IAC TA for Washington State seeking advice on what 
type of funding was available to help him buy more animals. 
The FSA youth loan application was then completed for the 
maximum amount of $5,000 dollars to purchase several Charo-
lais steers to raise for livestock shows around the state and to 
eventually sell.

His loan became approved and the cattle were purchased.  
Katich attended the Central Wash. State Fair in Yakima, Wash. in 
late September, showing his Charolais steers, dairy and meat 
goats, sheep, and llamas.  All his livestock won top prize! He 
will soon be paying off his FSA loan. 

“I’m ready for another one,” Katich confidently and enthusiasti-
cally said.

His involvement with IAC and the FSA Youth Loan, will open 
more opportunities for him.  He will get education about USDA 

programs that can help him succeed now and into the future. 
Katich said it is too early to permanently decided if wants to be 
a rancher, but now he is having fun!  That is what really matters. 

FSA YOUTH LOAN MAKES 
A DIFFERNCE
NORTHWEST WASHINGTON REGION

NORTHWEST (WA) 
REGION

MIKE SHELLENBERGER
Technical Assistance Specialist

(509) 833-4937
mike@indianag.org
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PROUD OF OUR LEGACY

Shawna Kalama and her brother, Wyatt Wiltze, operate a small 
cattle and hay ranch in White Swan Wash., located on the Ya-
kama Indian Nation Reservation.  Both brother and sister have 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans that finance their operation. 
They began as beginning farmers and ranchers five years ago 
and have been slowly growing since that time.

The brother and sister duo have 40 acres of hay and 60 cow/calf 
pairs.  The COVID-19 pandemic had a very negative impact on 
their efforts. Cattle prices have plummeted, and hay sales have 
slowed. They are also greatly concerned about the future and 
their ability to make their FSA payments as well as their ability 
to continue to ranch.

The recent loan and stimulus package have helped relieved 
them for the short term. Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 
(CFAP) has provided an injection of working capital of $1,980 
for the brother-sister team.  Shawna and Wyatt have also 
received a Small Business Administration (SBA) grant of $1,000 
each.  Shawna also took advantage of a $19,000 low interest 
loan to be paid back over a 30-year period.  

“This loan may just save our operation,” Shawna pointed out.  

Shawna and Wyatt both credit the Intertribal Agriculture Coun-
cil (IAC), Technical Assistant Specialist (TA) for the Northwest 
Washington (NW) Region for providing them with information 
concerning these programs, as well as for helping them fill out 
the applications. 

“I wouldn’t have even known that CFAP and the SBA EIDL pro-
gram existed without IAC informing me,” Wyatt said.  

This example of success is bittersweet – it is a short-term fix 
for a long-term problem.  IAC in the NW region has literally 
worked with numerous farmers and ranchers on CFAP and SBA 

EIDL applications.  Most of the farmers and ranchers have sim-
ilar stories of varying degrees as Shawna and Wyatt.  I believe 
this story is a great example of why it’s important to have IAC’s 
involvements with Indian Tribes and their Tribal Members.

SBA, EIDL AND CFAP RELIEF 
GREATLY APPRECIATED
NORTHWEST WASHINGTON REGION

NORTHWEST (WA) 
REGION

MIKE SHELLENBERGER
Technical Assistance Specialist

(509) 833-4937
mike@indianag.org
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Spring Alaska has been a re-occurring theme of success for 
the Intertribal Agricultural Council (IAC). She originally started 
working with the IAC’s American Indian Foods (AIF) program 
with her Sakari Botanical business that focused on herbal and 
healing teas and ointments.  After several years, Spring decided 
to expand her business opportunities. 

Spring and her husband purchased several acres in Bend 
Oregon to start a small farm that focused on greenhouse 
production of traditional foods. This decision has proven to be 
a decisive change in Springs business fortunes. Sakari Farms 
has grown from 2012 sales of less than a $1,000 to a projected 
$80,000 for 2020.  Spring has worked closely with IAC’s staff 
and IAC’s programs to ascertain all the benefits she could 
receive through the many benefits of the IAC’s resources.

Sakari Farms has taken advantage of the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA), Farm Service Agency (FSA) Loan 
Programs to help with financing and planning on several of her 
projects.  Spring also has worked with Akiptan, a Community 
Development Financial Institution (CDFI) for financing as well. 
 
 . 
Sakari Farms currently has one greenhouse in full production 
and has just recently purchased another identical greenhouse 
that is currently being erected. The farm is truly a family 
business. With the current COVID-19 online schooling require-
ments, Spring and her husband have been actively teaching 
their two teenage children about farming and business prac-
tices. 

Spring states, “My kids are getting a great education right here 
at home”.  

Spring is a prime example of an innovative producer that takes 
advantage of USDA programs and the IAC’s vast resources.  She 

is motivated to continue her expansion and innovation and 
plans on attending the AIF program planned international and 
domestic events as soon as COVID-19 restrictions are over. Sa-
kari Farms has been a great example of IAC’s capacity to make a 
great difference in an individual’s life.

SAKARI FARMS MAXIMIZING IAC 
SUPPORT AND USDA PROGRAMMING
NORTHWEST WASHINGTON REGION

NORTHWEST (WA) 
REGION

MIKE SHELLENBERGER
Technical Assistance Specialist

(509) 833-4937
mike@indianag.org
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