
Southwest IAC Provides Impact

IAC Western Region 

On September 25 – 26, 2018, Intertribal Agriculture Council’s Western Region hosted the 4th 

Annual Southwest IAC Conference, with nearly 220 attendees representing 16 Tribes present.

The Conference was open to tribal producers and tribes of the Southwest. IAC’s Western 

Region Board Member, Johnnie Hill, Jr. & the IAC Western Regional Technical Assistance 

Specialist were on hand. On the second day, the IAC Southwest TA & a past IAC SW Student 

intern were in attendance / assisting. 

The Tribal Administrator from the Kaibab Paiute Indian Tribe opened the Conference with 

prayer. Various USDA Agencies presented on the first day; the Natural Resource Conservation 

Service (NRCS) and the Farm Service Agency (FSA), gave program information and updates 

relevant to tribal producers and tribes and also brought information on drought mitigation. 

Rural Development (RD) also delivered program information for tribes. Trent Teegerstrom of U 

of A Extension also presented.  

One of highlights of the first day was the presentation made by Bob Kinford, “Burning the 

Bridges of Conventional Ranching”. There was much discussion during his question and 

answer period which resulted in a local tribal rancher requesting a “Forensic Grazing Study” 

in his grazing area. It was decided that a tour would take place on the day after the 

conference. 

The Ute Tribal Enterprises also presented on

“Who We Are, and the Journey”. Their 

presentation covered their journey utilizing tribal, 

USDA, IAC, & ITBC resources to reach their 

current state as a successful growing Tribal 

Enterprise. The presentation by the Hopi Tutskwa 

Permaculture , “Rebuilding Culturally Sustainable 

& Healthy Communities” was also a big hit. 

The post event comments were positive and 

everyone is looking forward to this year’s 5th 

Annual Southwest IAC which will be taking place 

September 24-25, 2019 in Albquerque, NM 
and with planning led by IAC's Southwest 
Region TA.

Teresa Honga
WESTERN 
Technical Assistance Specialist
(928) 302-6835 * teresa@indianag.org



Hopi Nation Youth Summit Inspires  

IAC Western Region 

The 2018 Western Native Youth in Food & Agriculture Leadership Summit was hosted in Polacca, Arizona, 

September 15th-16th, 2018, with the support of the Hopi Nation and the Intertribal Agriculture Council and 

support coming in from the Hualapai Nation, the Yavapai Apache Nation, 3 Lazy H Cattle (Hualapai) and the 

Arizona State Natural Resource Conservation Service (USDA). Over 10 tribal nations were represented by the 

participants. 

Youth attending the Western Summit focused their learning through hands on activities, exploring the Hopi 
Nation of Arizona as their classroom. Youth toured a traditional terrace garden, (on the edge of a mesa) and 

learned about traditional terrace gardening from a Hopi elder. Other hands on activities included; learning 
how to prepare “Lasagna Beds” for sustainable gardening, preparing traditional food, playing traditional 

Hopi games. Knowledgeable presenters engaged the youth with identifying traditional plants and their use, 

elders shared the history, tradition and practices of Hopi Agriculture and dry farming. A unique blend of 

tradition with today’s technology, youth also engaged in group activities centered around conservation 

planning, and marketing indigenous food products. 

We had the Arizona State NRCS Assistant Conservationist presenting. She started her presentation with a 

video on how the NRCS started in 1930 as the SCS and the Dust Bowl, conservation, erosion reduction, soil 

health, etc., and talked about what NRCS does to “Help People Help the Land”. The youth gained an 

understanding of the relationship between the food we eat, the climate and the soil and the importance of 

conservation. 

The Assistant State Conservationist also talked about the many opportunities for young people in Agriculture 
and Natural Resources and stressed the importance of completing their education and attending college. 
NRCS covered these topics in the presentation: Pathways Internships, the Youth Conservation Corp, Earth 
Team Volunteers, and Student Employment Opportunities and requirements for eligibility in the programs; 
how NRCS works with tribes and tribal conservation districts, and gave examples of TCDs here in Arizona 
and the work they undertake for the tribes.   

Leadership skills were refined through youth led, youth taught training sessions. Goal setting, opportunity 

seeking, and business planning were each one of the many segments of the discussion driven by improving 

the health of native communities through economic development; agriculture being the key to success in 

doing so. Youth left for home with their sights on improving their communities, with an expressed confidence 

in their ability to do so. 




