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Intergenerational Learning & Leading 

IAC Eastern Region 
Youth involvement has permeated throughout regional and 
national events at IAC. In May 2019 Native American 
producers gathered at Cayuga Nation in Upstate New York to 
share ancestral seeds and traditional knowledge and skills. 
The participants ranged from pre-school to our wisest elders. 
We sat together during the roundtable discussions and then 
broke into groups for hands-on activities and a 
demonstration of Cayuga’s new BCS tractor, purchased 
through a supplemental grant IAC assisted in securing. 

The youth helped with all aspects of the event, from 
preparing traditional meals to setting up the table of 
seeds in the center of the room. They then self-organized 
into a contingent of their own, playing and working 
together to plant a three sisters garden of corn beans and 
squash for the community under the guidance of an elder. 
Their relationships would continue on through a private 
Instagram group they created on their own.

The eldest of the youth, Athena John, 15 and Oneida of 
Wisconsin, found herself as the leader. She took the 
responsibility seriously and made sure everyone played 
fairly and had their chance to participate in the activities. 
After the gathering concluded Athena volunteered herself 
to be the Youth Coordinator for an upcoming community 
event in Oneida. With a little guidance from the TA she 
designated an agenda and identified the tools and 
supplies she would need to demonstrate traditional 
crafts like cornhusk doll making. Athena picked these 
skills up through observation and active participation in 
IAC’s Summits that are designed to consistently treat 
youth as budding leaders. The youth, in turn, consistently 
rise to meet and exceed expectations to be leaders by 
first following the lead of their role models and then 
setting the example for the younger ones. 
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